
Tips for flattering photographs. 

Background: aim for consistent, non-distracting background images.  A green, grassy field, the side of the barn, 

even rows of stacked hay bales.  

If on grass, height should be no higher than 3-5” tall.  Hide as little as possible.  We want to see your animal. 

The camera should be level about at shoulder level of your heifer.  Kneeling to take the shots will help. Make 

sure the ground is level, so that the front legs are neither higher or lower than the rear legs. Angling the lens 

down at cattle distorts their appearance.  

Legs should be ideally square under the body;  do not over stretch the heifer. A particularly attractive pose is 

both front legs square underneath the heifer, with the off rear leg slightly forward and the near rear leg 

placed slightly behind. 

 

An attractive pose, although 

the heifer is stretched a little 

too much and her rear legs 

are not in the most flattering 

position. The background 

does not distract from the 

animal and we see a lot of her 

lower legs.  This photo could 

be improved if the heifer had 

been facing forward. (to the 

left) . 

An attractive pose, with a non-

distracting background.  This 

heifer’s legs are placed well. Ide-

ally she would be looking for-

ward and the grass would be 

shorter so we can see more of 

her lower legs. Overall, this is a 

photograph that can sell a heifer.  



This photograph was taken from 

above the point of the shoulder, 

aimed at a slight downward angle.  

With the heifer facing us, it makes 

her appear to be big-headed.  Her 

rear legs are placed opposite of 

ideal positioning, The near rear leg 

is forward and the far rear leg is 

back.  It should be the opposite. 

The heifers in the background are 

a distraction. 

While certainly not  a perfect 

photo, this is the same heifer 

as in the shot above, with her 

head facing almost directly to 

the left. Her legs are still not 

ideally placed, and the back-

ground animals are still a 

distraction, the picture was 

taken from a downward, an-

gle, but her head is far more 

attractive and is not artificial-

ly enlarged by the angle..   



This black heifer shows up well be-

cause there was plenty of sunlight 

on this particular day.  The back-

ground vegetation is actually 

washed out, but the lighting still  

gives a true depiction of her dimen-

sion and muscling. However, her 

feet are not square underneath her.  

Her rear legs are positioned well 

under her body, and her front legs 

are lower than her rear legs. This 

gives the impression that she has a 

faulty topline.  

This is the same heifer as above, 

although at a younger age.  She is 

not positioned ideally, however, 

she is on level ground and this 

gives a much more flattering and 

accurate view of her topline. How-

ever, this was taken on a an over-

cast day.  Because this heifer is 

black all detail of muscling and 

dimension is lost.  


